
 

 

It's hard to believe that it's August already. It's been a busy 
year so far, with lots more coming up. Many of us have had 
challenges this year, with the troubled economy, people 
losing their jobs, crime up all over. Hopefully things are 
starting to get better, and the second half of this year will 
be better. 
 

We had a great Garden Tour last month. It was a special 
tenth anniversary tour, with a great brunch at Dolores' 
house, and then a terrific tour. We even missed the rain for 
the tour itself, and mostly missed the rain for the brunch! 
Thanks to everyone who made the 2009 tour a fun event 
for the neighborhood, and helped us raise some money for 
the South Side Learning & Development Center, South-
wood Elementary PTO, and Merion Village Association.  
 
The following information lists upcoming events that you 
will want to mark on your calendar.  
 
 

Tuesday, August 4 
Special election on raising the Columbus city income tax.  

 
We had a presentation at our most recent Merion Village 
Association meeting on this. If the tax doesn't pass, the city 
will make huge cuts in safety forces, Community Crime 
Patrol, code enforcement, recreation and parks, and ser-
vices all over. I've watched the city cut their budgets more 
every year, with huge cuts this past year in particular, and 
I'm horrified at the likely cuts if the tax increase fails. I en-
courage everyone to get informed about this important is-
sue, and get out and vote. Your voice will make a big dif-
ference in deciding the level of city services that Columbus 
will provide, or not provide. 

 

Saturday, August 8, 10 a.m. to noon 
Columbus Landmarks Tour of Merion Village 

 
Last year's Columbus Landmarks Foundation tour of Mer-
ion Village was much fun. As a result I will be leading a 
second tour this year. Like last year, we'll be meeting at the 
Merion Village Information Center to start the tour. It 
should be fun checking out the new and improved South-
wood Elementary and other landmarks. To see a podcast 
of last year's tour, check out YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOB_lCWsAx0 
 

Thursday, August 27, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Southwood Elementary Open House 

 
This is our neighborhood celebration for the reopening of 
Southwood Elementary. Come down and join us! 
 

Saturday, October 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Crafterõs and Artisans Market 

 
The annual Merion Village Crafters and Artisans Market 
will be held at Gates Fourth United Methodist Church. 
This is our oldest annual community event. It is a lot of fun 
for families, so don't miss it! 
 

I encourage folks to get involved in our neighborhood. 
We're stakeholders here, and it never ceases to amaze me 
how much we can get done when we pull together. If you 
want to chat about projects that you would like to work on 
in the neighborhood, please just drop me an email at 
rleighty@merionvillage.org. 
 

Thanks to everyone who cares about our neighborhood, 
and I hope to see you at future meetings and events. Take 
care. 
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Anya Gugliemotto, Member-at-Large 
 

The Merion Village Association conducts monthly  
meetings involving neighborhood and city issues. 

For information about the meetings, call 614-444-3144. 
Meetings are open to the public  

  

MERION VILLAGE ASSOCIATION CONTACTS  

Board members and committees can be contacted  

by visiting www.merionvillage.org 
 

Association Issues and Events 
       614.444.3144 or info@merionvillage.org 
School Issues 
 Bob Leightyé..é.é...érleighty@merionvillage.org  

Newsletter 
 Joe Stefankoéé....é...jstefanko@merionvillage.org 

Safety Committee  
Martin Catalineéé...é..é.info@merionvillage.org 

 
Friends of Moeller Park 

Martin Catalineéé..é...é.info@merionvillage.org 
 

Garden Club 
 Ken Fultz and Dolores Grigsbyé..éééé..
                       gardenclub@merionvillage.org 
Trash Issues 
 Bob Leighty...é...ééérleighty@merionvillage.org  

Zoning Issues 
 Ken Fultz and Scott Fultonéé...é.é614.444.3144 

Social Club 
 Scott Fultonééé.é.socialclub@merionvillage.org  

Code Enforcement Issues 
 Bob Leightyéééé..érleighty@merionvillage.org 

Website and Social Networking  
 Joe Stefanko and Phil Birnie...info@merionvillage.org 

City Services ............................................... 311 or 614-645-3111 

Neighborhood Liaison 
 Jo Anne St. Clair .....614-645-5220, fax: 614-645-5221 

               JAStClair@Columbus.gov  
 

2   THE MERION VILLAGER           The Merion Village Association Newsletter 

Next newsletter deadline is Friday, September 4th at 5pm.  
All articles and ads can be sent to info@merionvillage.org 

Calling all rental property 
owners! The Merion Village 
Association along with other 
South Side neighborhood 
associations and civic 
groups, will be hosting the 
first Landlord Action Net-
work (LAN) gathering on 
Thursday August 20th from 
6pm-8pm at the Eagle Tav-
ern on South High and 
Morrill Streets. 
 

This 
gathering 
is an op-
portunity 
for land-
lords to 
come 
together 
and  
discuss 
issues 
surrounding owning prop-
erty in the South Side of Co-
lumbus. The goal of this 
gathering is to be able to 
know the other landlords in 
the area and to make con-
nections with each other for 
future discussions.  
 

Topics that will be intro-
duced during this gathering 
will include social media net-
working, tenant move-in  
information sheets and the 
abandoned housing issue. 
These topics will be very 

briefly discussed by the  
Merion Village Association 
Board and the South Side 
Area Commission Board to 
help explain our goals for 
this group. 
 

Appetizers will be provided 
and general information will 
also be presented on each 
neighborhood group. So if 
you own rental property 
from Livingston Ave to 270, 

from the 
Scioto 
River to 
Alum 
Creek 
Drive,  
we en-
courage 
you to 
join us 
for this 

one of a kind gathering. 
 

If you might be interested in 
the planning of these kinds 
of gatherings and the topics 
to be presented please let us 
know. Come with ideas as 
the mission statement for 
this group will be decided at 
the first gathering. This 
group is to be for informa-
tion and sharing purposes 
only and all issues will be 
brought forth in a positive 
light only.  
 

See You on August 20th! 

Landlord Action  
Network  

mailto:info@merionvillage.org
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Word on the Street  
by Sherry Rae       

How about that MV Garden Tour? A 
much needed rain held off until we got 
our bellies full at the tour brunch hosted 
by Dolores Grigsby. Sundayõs weather 
was perfect for touring the gardens.  
 

The info center was hopping with 
Jenniõs Splendid Ice Creams, Luna Bur-
gers and Bakery Gingham cupcakes be-
ing served by Bryant Long., Cory May-
berry and Carson Messer (who 
worked their buns and cupcakes 
off)! A special shout out to these 
young folks who spent their Sun-
day volunteering for our associa-
tion. They were a joy to work 
with and were lots of fun. Can 
we con them into working all of 
our events ...I mean encourage 
them??? 
 

The fancy cars of Steve Wagner's 
are a treasure and so were the 
Mounted Police. Did Bill 
Doughton make some sort of 
deal with the Air Force to get that old 
bomber jet to fly over during the tour?? 
Who knows what next yearõs tour will 
bring. 
 

Am I crazy or are the Ten Command-
ments sprouting up like mushrooms? I 
thought some jokester moved the 
monument from Emmanuel Lutheran to 
Southwood and Fourth. Not the original 
one, it is still there. Another has been 
added!!! Apparently, God thinks we 
need to be reminded a couple of times 
while going down Fourth Street to not 
be sinners. Maybe we can add an elev-
enth commandment...Thou shall not set 
fires to my neighbors house. Just an 
idea. 
 

Speaking of God, Gates Fourths UMC 
has a new pastor. Laura Wiles intro-
duced me to Pastor Pam at the tour 
brunch. Laura is tickled that Pastor Pam 
(say that three times fast) will be staying 

in the rectory. No one has lived their 
since Pastor Ellen retired. Pastor 
Wendy, I understand, was asked to fill a 
vacancy at another church. Welcome 
Pastor Pam to our neighborhood and 
stop by and see her on Sunday during 
services. 
 

Johnsonõs Ice Cream sure snuck into 
German Village. The guy down the 

street and I were trying to walk off some 
of our weekend indulgences when we 
came across the Brown Bagõs new 
neighbor. Yep the former home of Bak-
ery Gingham is now a little version of 
Bexleyõs own Johnson Ice Cream. The 
raspberry sorbet and this nutty caramel 
thing were divine! (The guyõs pick not 
mine). Sounds horrible as a double dip 
cone but proved to be a perfect mar-
riage of flavors. Run over sometime and 
try it. Youõll have to run to burn those 
darn calories off!! 
 

Family Dollar is relocating its Livingston 
Ave store. I think there was a collective 
moan when word got out that it was 
being built right next to the Parsons Ave 
Library. Since that is my favorite and 
closest library branch. Letõs hope they 
take care of that property better than 
their cousin on Parsons and Hanford 
Street.  

 

With all the recent city budget cuts I 
would hate to see something happen to 
that branch of the library. My friend 
Kathy wonders if they will just throw a 
few slot machines in there. They can 
keep it open 24 hours just like in Vegas. 
So while you are picking up your library 
reserves you can toss some coins into 
the slots and maybe win a few extra dol-

lars. 
 

I spotted Jeff Ruff walking down 
Beck St. with a pizza box. He said 
Yosickõs , the chocolate store, is mak-
ing hand tossed pizzas and that they 
are superb. Mary Ann is starting to 
save her pennies to go there. 
 

Jaime and her mother went there on 
German Village Tour Day and 
bought some yummy chocolate cook-
ies that she told me about. Some 
people save their money for a cruise, 
a new car, or maybe jewelry. Not 

Mary Ann, sheõs saving for a cookie. 
Maybe I need to break down and go get 
her one and make her dreams come 
true. 
 

Just noticed that Jeff also has the listing 
for the St Paulõs Parrish house on Gates 
St. That was a surprise to see a for sale 
sign there. Whatõs up with all the for sale 
signs on Hanford by St. Leoõs? Theyõre 
sprouting up faster than the Ten Com-
mandments monuments! 
 

FYI if you are interested in being on 
next years MVA Garden Tour, let us 
know. Donõt be shy! You do not have to 
be a member of a secret society or 
grease someone's palm, just give us a 
shout and we will get you information 
on next yearõs event. 

 
Well thatõs all for now. Got any news to 
share? Be sure to send the story to 
slrsherry@yahoo.com. 

Donõt forget to visit us on the web at www.merionvillage.org or you can find us on 
Facebook as Merion Village Association and on Twitter as MerionVillAssoc. 
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Letõs go Krogering  
by Martin Cataline  

Do you remember that jingle? If you are a baby boomer 
you will. It was a successful advertising campaign for the 
one-hundred-plus year-old company and success is what 
we want for our Merion Village store. If you have at-
tended the meetings with the store management you are 
aware of a number of agreements the Kroger Corpora-
tion has made with our community. One of the major 
points is that the store will seek from the city a permit to 
install gas pumps at the front of their Parsons Avenue 
lot. This was something that the Merion Village Associa-
tion voted to support. 
  
What I find most exciting as a Merion Villager is the 
level of improvements the store is committed to making. 
Underway are upgrades of the interior of the store in-
cluding a commitment to keeping a cleaner, safer, more 
service-oriented store. Those areas were cause for the 
strongly voiced complaints by the community at the 
meetings. Kroger Corporate encouraged the community 
to trust their commitment and to hold their feet to the 
fire, as it were, regarding those promises. 
  

Kroger has promised to seek a zoning change for its 
auxiliary lot between Moler and Frebis Streets that 
would remove all commercial applications for the site. 
Additionally they promise to care for the lots until they 
sell for housing. They began an effort to keep all their 
exterior grounds cleaner and better landscaped and the 
community free of errant shopping carts. 
  
The managers began plans to remove the garbage com-
pactor in the rear that has been the source of terrible 
odor for the adjacent home owners.  
  
The Merion Village Association seeks to continue dia-

logue with the Kroger Corporation and wants your in-

put too! Corporate neighbors can be great neighbors but 

they need to hear from you to keep the relationship 

healthy. So what do you say to a new beginning and im-

proved relations with your neighbor? Join with the asso-

ciation. Call, write or email your Kroger experience to 

the Merion Village Association and look for updates in 

this newsletter. 


