
 

 

The Merion Village Association proudly presents the 10th 
Annual Garden Tour, Sunday July 12th. Tour hours are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Explore the unique and 
lovely gardens of Merion Village at your 
own pace. The event is held rain or 
shine.  Gardens may be visited in any 
order. 
 

There are 10 wonderful gardens this 
year, ranging from larger more expansive 
gardens to smaller, more intimate set-
tings. Whether you come to get new 
ideas for your own garden, to explore 
the historic streets and homes of Merion 
Village, or just to the enjoy the day out-
doors, you are sure to enjoy this unique, 
not for profit event. 
 

Merion Village residents and neighbors, 
donõt forget to put your best foot for-
ward. Everyoneõs yard gets looked at 
during the Garden Tour, as it is the most 
public of all Merion Village events. So 
itõs important to pay attention to those 
little special touches which makes the 
whole neighborhood look great. Please 
encourage your neighbors to mow and 
even put out a pretty basket of flowers. Our guests from all 
over Columbus use our streets, sidewalks and alleys to go 
from garden to garden. 
 

Since itõs inception in 1999, the Merion Village Garden 
Tour has remained FREE to the public, thanks to the con-
tinuing generosity of our sponsors and supporting partners. 
These partnerships have been essential in the development 
of Merion Village as one of the most diverse and fastest 

growing neighborhoods in Columbus. Please join us for 
this annual summer tradition and bring your family and 

friends 
 

The Merion Village Information Center, 
located at 1330 South Fourth Street,  will 
be open on tour day from 9:30am to 
4pm. Tour maps and restrooms will be 
available along with bottled water 
(donated by Cap Party Supplies) cup-
cakes (donated by Bakery Gingham) and 
ice cream (donated by Jennieõs Splendid 
Ice Cream) will be sold.  
 

Plants have been donated by various lo-
cal nursery sponsors for our annual plant 
raffle. Chances will be sold at select tour 
sites. All proceeds from the Garden 
Tour and plant raffle, benefit the Merion 
Village Association and organizations we 
support, such as the Southwood Ele-
mentary PTO and the Southside Learn-
ing and Development Center. Tour 
maps will also be available for download 
at www.merionvillage.org 
 

For those on tour, invited guests and 
Merion Village Association members,  

our Pre-Tour Brunch is Saturday July 11 from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. This has been a delightful tradition and is always 
great fun. This years host is Dolores Grigsby on Frebis 
Avenue. This is a great way to meet your neighbors in a 
beautiful, relaxed setting 
 

For more information, email: 
gardentour@merionvillage.org or call 614.444.3144 
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Association Board Members 
 

Bob Leighty, President 
 

Joe Stefanko, Vice President 
 

Dustin McCoy, Secretary 
 

Sarah Roell, Treasurer 
 

Anya Gugliemotto, Member-at-Large 
 

The Merion Village Association conducts monthly  
meetings involving neighborhood and city issues. 

For information about the meetings, call 614-444-3144. 
Meetings are open to the public  

  

MERION VILLAGE ASSOCIATION CONTACTS  

Board members and committees can be contacted  

by visiting www.merionvillage.org 
 

Association Issues and Events 
       614.444.3144 or info@merionvillage.org 
School Issues 
 Bob Leightyé..é.é...érleighty@merionvillage.org  

Newsletter 
 Joe Stefankoéé....é...jstefanko@merionvillage.org 

Safety Committee  
Martin Catalineéé...é..é.info@merionvillage.org 

 
Friends of Moeller Park 

Martin Catalineéé..é...é.info@merionvillage.org 
 

Garden Club 
 Ken Fultz and Dolores Grigsbyé..éééé..
                       gardenclub@merionvillage.org 
Trash Issues 
 Bob Leighty...é...ééérleighty@merionvillage.org  

Zoning Issues 
 Ken Fultz and Scott Fultonéé...é.é614.444.3144 

Social Club 
 Scott Fultonééé.é.socialclub@merionvillage.org  

Code Enforcement Issues 
 Bob Leightyéééé..érleighty@merionvillage.org 

Website and Social Networking  
 Joe Stefanko and Phil Birnie...info@merionvillage.org 

City Services ............................................... 311 or 614-645-3111 

Neighborhood Liaison 
 Jo Anne St. Clair .....614-645-5220, fax: 614-645-5221 

               JAStClair@Columbus.gov  
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School News 
School may be out for the summer but plans are underway 
for the grand reopening of Southwood Elementary School 

on August 27, 2009. 
To help celebrate the 
reopening of the 
school, The Merion 
Village Association 
along with school 
officials are currently 
seeking individuals 
that attended South-
wood Elementary 
School to help make 
the event extra spe-
cial. 
 

We are looking for 
stories, pictures and 
memorabilia to share 

during this public event. Please submit your stories to 
info@merionvillage.org. For memorabilia displays, please 
email your  information and someone will contact you to 
discuss the use of your items for the event. 
 

We are also looking for the oldest living Southwood  
Elementary School graduate. If you think that is you 
please email your  information to jste-
fanko@merionvillage.org  or call 614-444-3144 and leave 
information on how to contact you. The oldest person(s) 
will be invited to be a part of this historic event. For more 
information on this event please watch our website at 
www.merionvillage.org. 

Merion Village Association  
Membership Information 

 

Ὶ Individual Memberships - $15 
Ὶ Business/Organization Memberships - $35 

Ὶ Household Memberships - $25 
Ὶ Senior Memberships - $10 
Ὶ Patron Memberships - $25 

Ὶ Non-Resident Memberships - $15 
 

To obtain a membership form please or for more information about the 

rights and privileges of membership and the rules of governance of The 
Merion Village Association visit us on the web at 

Next newsletter deadline is Friday, July 17th at 5pm.  
All articles and ads can be sent to jstefanko@merionvillage.org 

mailto:info@merionvillage.org
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Word on the Street  
by Sherry Rae       

Have you been wondering what the 
story was with the Schumacher 
homes sign on the empty lot on 
Hanford? Word on the street...a one 
story bungalow was going in. The 
rumor was confirmed by the new 
owners Ken and Chad who were 
walking Lady (their cute as can be 
terrier). Ground should be breaking 
soon and completion is slated for the 
end of September. The are moving 
here from up north, German Village 
that is. Ken has a chiropractic office 
on South High Street and Chad 
works at the Lofts Hotel on Nation-
wide Blvd. Isnõt it great that some-
thing is going into that lot so 
quickly? I think it should be called 
the Phoenix house. So keep a watch 
on the transformation and a wel-
come to the neighborhood. 
 

If youõve ever wanted to live next to 
the guy down the street here is your 
chance to make your dreams come 
true. The Boso mansion is going on 
the market. Gene and Melissa have 
moved to Worthington Hills and 
their oldest Jack will be attending 
Kindergarten this fall. As of this 
writing, they were interviewing 
agents to list it. 
 

Speaking of  dreams coming true...I 
met the couple who live in my 
grandma and grandpa Minshallõs 
house on Mohawk. They were selling 
things during the German Village 
yard sale day. I introduced myself 
and told them that this was my 
grandparents house and then I 
started bawling. They did too. Karly 
asked if I wanted to go inside, no 
sooner said then done!  
 

She has her own design company, 
Oscar and Emma Design, named for 
her cats. Her husband Judd, is sweet 

as can be. Itõs nice knowing the 
house is certainly loved and taken 
care of. You can even see it yourself 
on the Design Sponge Blog and 
search for Oscar and Emma under 
sneak peaks. To make matters worse 
Karly and Juddõs wedding was fea-
tured in Real Weddings and Elegant 
Bride magazines. It would be really 
easy to hate them it they werenõt so 
darn adorable. I hate when that hap-
pens. 
 

Marla gave me a sneak peak of her 
backyard English garden, which she 
has promised she will let be on the 
Merion Village garden tour next year.  
But until then, we are working on 
the  plans for this yearõs garden tour 
which are coming along nicely. So 
save the day, July 12th and twitter all 
your friends (as if I know what twit-
tering is)! 
 

Luna Studios is going in the space on 
South Fourth Street. Rumor is that 
the owner is a MV resident and is 
doing design and building kitchens, 
baths, etcé Now any ideas on what 
we can do about the Race Quip 
building? The parking lot of the Race 
Quip building has made a nice space 
for our MV yard sales the past few 
years. Also is a nice place for some 
impromptu Porta-Lets thanks to Joe. 
It seems the meeting center had 
some plumbing issues which meant 
no potty stop there for the bargain 
seekers. 
 

Jan Heinlein (not one to rest on her 
laurels) is renovating a house on 
Eighth Street. She had been on the 
look for another house in the hood 
to spiff up and she found one pretty 
close to home. Jan is never one to 
back down to a challenge and has 
already worked her wonders on this 

little gem. Look for it to be available 
to rent soon. 
 

Upgrading seems to be the trend and 
so another attempt was made to put 
the converter box on my TV. I 
couldnõt pick up channel 34! I think I 
am in denial of this whole thing. 
There are so many TVõs  in the thrift 
stores now, which makes me wonder 
if everyone is rushing out and getting 
a high def, flat screen TV? The guy 
down the street has four converter 
boxes and has yet attempter to hook 
any of them up. Iõm not sure why he 
felt the need to get so many. I am 
pretty sure he is running a Museum 
of Obsolete Electronics! 
 

My friend Cathy Clonch invited us to 
Slumdog Millionaire night at her sis-
ter Mary Bethõs place in Grove City. 
MBõs husband, Tom, is a gadget guru 
so of course we watched it on a flat 
screen surround sound, blue ray. In a 
word...AWESOME! I now have ex-
treme electronics envy. A great 
movie by the way and have the tis-
sueõs on the ready at the end. 
 

And in case you missed the Merion 
Village Association meeting, it looks 
like you wonõt have to drive down to 
Great Southern to use your Kroger 
gas card. The Parsons Ave. Kroger 
will most likely be getting a gas sta-
tion. The folks from Kroger have 
been attending our MVA meetings 
and we voted for the proposed 
changes. It appears the lines of com-
munication are opening more with 
the community and thatõs a good 
thing. 
 

Well thatõs all for now. Feel free to 
email slrsherry@yahoo.com with any 
news!!!! 
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Ever have trouble finding out what is going on in the 
neighborhood? Forgot 
where you placed the last 
newsletter? Need the date 
for the Garden Tour? The 
Merion Village Associa-
tion is finding new ways 
to keep residents and 
business informed on the 
happenings in Merion 
Village online. 
 

We currently can be 
found on the web at 
www.merionvillage.org. If 
that is too hard to re-
member you can find us 
on FaceBook as the Mer-

ion Village Association group. Feel free to join the group 
and stay updated  If that is still too much work, follow 
the MVA on Twitter. We are now tweeting on a regular 
basis, keeping everyone up to date on what is happening 
in our great neighborhood. Find us on twitter as Merion-
VillAssoc.  

Be sure to include your email address on your member-
ship form. We will periodically send email blast to all 
members for updates on events, news and special meet-
ings. We continue to provide this newsletter as a way to 
keep you informed. Becoming a member of the 
association will guarantee that you will always know 
about the great events that the MVA puts on each year.   
 

So no matter if you are a FaceBook junkie, one of our 
òTWEEPSó on Twitter, or one of our newsletter read-
ers, you now 
have many 
ways to keep  
informed . If  
you have any 
questions  
regarding any-
thing you see or 
hear feel free to  
tweet us, leave 
a message on our wall, voicemail or drop us a letter via 
email or snail mail. We are always glad to hear from you 
and answer all of your questions. 

Merion Village Association Goes High Tech 

Independence Day  
Celebrations 

 
 
 
 

 
Granville Fireworks 

Wildwood Park 
Thursday, July 2nd 

Dusk 
 

Red, White and Boom 
Downtown Columbus 

Friday, July 3 10am-11pm 
Parade 6pm 

Fireworks 10pm 
 

Doodah Parade 
Saturday, July 4th 

Short North 
Parade 1pm 

 

Bexley Fireworks 
Capital University Campus 

Saturday, July 4th 
Dusk 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Clintonville Fireworks 
Whetstone Park 

Saturday, July 4th 
10pm 

 

Grove City 
Saturday, July 4th 

Beulah Park 
Dusk 

 

Whitehall 
Saturday, July 4th 
John Bishop Park 

10pm 
 

Reynoldsburg 
Sunday, July 5th 

Civic Park 
9:45pm 

 

 


